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INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1. Two of our Membership Initiative Groups, Libraries Foster Community Engagement and the 
Graphic Novels & Comics in Libraries were approved for renewal at our COO meeting on Sunday, 
February 1, 2015 as they met all the requirements as established in ALA Policy A.4.3.12: 

 
A Membership Initiative Groups (MIG) is formed when a group of ALA members identifies a 
common concern or interest about librarianship which falls outside the delegated responsibility 
of a single division, roundtable, or unit, and wishes to establish a short-term, renewable 
mechanism to address this concern or interest. To establish a MIG, which must be approved by 
COO and reported to Council, a group must submit to the Committee on Organization a 
statement of purpose, at least one hundred signatures of ALA members in good standing, and 
the names and addresses of designated organizers. Once established, a MIG may operate for 
three years at which point it may re-petition for another three- year term or may request 
another place within the ALA structure by following the procedures for establishing that type of 
group, or may request the ALA COO to disband it. The re-petitioning process can be renewed 
every three years. If the re-petition process is not carried out when due, the MIG will be 
disbanded. 
 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Clarification of reappointment policy to the Budget Analysis & Review Committee (BARC) 
 

1. There appears to be a need for clarification of the committee composition description of the 
Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC). Currently, the composition description does not 
articulate rules for the ALA Treasurer, who serves in an ex-officio capacity. The current 
composition description states that BARC consists of “nine members serving non-renewable 
terms.” This means that once a member has served a term on the committee, they may not be 
reappointed again. However, there have been instances where a member has served on BARC 
as a member and then has been elected ALA Treasurer where he or she then serves in an ex-
officio capacity. The reverse situation has also occurred where a member has served on BARC as 
Treasurer and then is later appointed as a member. For clarification purposes, language should 
be added to exempt the Treasurer term to count towards years served on the committee.  

 
 

OVER 



2. Current composition description: 
The Budget Analysis & Review Committee (BARC) consists of nine members serving non-
renewable terms. The committee membership consists of the ALA Treasurer (ex-officio, voting), 
two members of the ALA Executive Board serving staggered two year terms, and six members 
appointed by the ALA President from the general membership, serving staggered four year 
terms.  The chair of the committee will always be one of the non-board members.   
 
COO recommends that Council clarify the current committee composition description of the 
Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC).  
 
ACTION item #1: Resolved, that Council approves the following revision of the composition 
description (changes in bold italics): 
 
The Budget Analysis & Review Committee (BARC) consists of nine members serving no more 
than four (4) years on the committee in a lifetime.  Treasurer terms do not count towards the 
four years of service. The committee membership consists of the ALA Treasurer (ex-officio, 
voting), two members of the ALA Executive Board serving staggered two year terms, and six 
members appointed by the ALA President from the general membership, serving staggered four 
year terms.  The chair of the committee will always be one of the non-board members.  
 
 

 
 

 
Respectfully submitted to the ALA Council, February 1, 2015. 
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